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“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.”

Proverbs 1:7  

Jesus said this: 

“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who 
can destroy both soul and body in hell.”

Matthew 10:28  

Proverbs 2:1—5 
1 My son, if you accept my words 
    and store up my commands within you,

2 turning your ear to wisdom 
    and applying your heart to understanding—

3 indeed, if you call out for insight 
    and cry aloud for understanding,

4 and if you look for it as for silver 
    and search for it as for hidden treasure,

5 then you will understand the fear of the Lord 
    and find the knowledge of God.


“Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil.”

Proverbs 3:7  

“The way of fools seems right to them, but the wise listen to advice.”

Proverbs 12:15  

1. We will never be wise if we do not sincerely fear the Lord. 
2. We will never be wise if we do not diligently study the scriptures. 

Proverbs 6:16—19 
16 There are six things the Lord hates, 
    seven that are detestable to him:


Proverbs 6:16—19 
16 There are six things the Lord hates, 
     seven that are detestable to him:

17 haughty eyes, 
     a lying tongue, 
     hands that shed innocent blood,

18 a heart that devises wicked schemes, 
     feet that are quick to rush into evil,

19 a false witness who pours out lies 
     and a person who stirs up conflict in the community.




Luke 18:9—14 
9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus 
told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give 
a tenth of all I get.’ 
13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his 
breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 
14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 


• Tongue: Lies (speech); untrustworthy and without conscience. 


1 Timothy 4:1–2  
1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and 
things taught by demons. 2 Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have 
been seared as with a hot iron. 


John 8:43—45 
43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to 
your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native 
language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 


Revelation 21:8 
8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice 
magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is 
the second death.


• Hands: Bloodshed (violence): physical, emotional, mental and social; someone who enjoys 
quarrels. 


Luke 12:42  
42 The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of 
his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time? 43 It will be good for that servant 
whom the master finds doing so when he returns. 44 Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his 
possessions. 45 But suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My master is taking a long time in coming,’ 
and he then begins to beat the other servants, both men and women, and to eat and drink and get 
drunk. 46 The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour 
he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers.


• Heart: Wicked schemes (thoughts) 


Mark 7:20—23 
20 He went on: “What comes out of a person is what defiles them. 21 For it is from within, out of a 
person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, 22 adultery, greed, malice, 
deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 23 All these evils come from inside and defile a 
person.” 




2 Corinthians 10:4  
4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up 
against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 6 And 
we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete. 


2 Timothy 3:1—9 
1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, 
lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without 
love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a form of godliness but denying its 
power. Have nothing to do with such people.

6 They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over gullible women, who are 
loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, 7 always learning but never able to 
come to a knowledge of the truth. 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these 
teachers oppose the truth. They are men of depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are 
rejected. 9 But they will not get very far because, as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear to 
everyone. 


James 1:13—15 
13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 
does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil 
desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-
grown, gives birth to death.


• Feet: Rushing into evil (behavior) 


2 Timothy 3:10—17 
10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, 
endurance,11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and 
Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12 In fact, everyone who 
wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evildoers and impostors will go 
from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you have 
learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and 
how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.


• Mouth: False witness (speech) 

• Influence: Sowing discord (relational/social divisiveness)


Titus 3:9 
9 But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the law, because 
these are unprofitable and useless. 10 Warn a divisive person once, and then warn them a second 
time. After that, have nothing to do with them. 11 You may be sure that such people are warped and 
sinful; they are self-condemned. 


Matthew 12:25 
25 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, 
and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. 




Mark 3:24—29 
24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is divided against 
itself, that house cannot stand. 26 And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his 
end has come. 27 In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house without first tying him up. Then he 
can plunder the strong man’s house. 28 Truly I tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every 
slander they utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are 
guilty of an eternal sin.” 


1 Corinthians 3:16—17 
16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 
17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you 
together are that temple.


Titus 3:1—8 
1 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do 
whatever is good, 2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle 
toward everyone. 
3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and 
pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the 
kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had 
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been 
justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 8 This is a trustworthy 
saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to 
devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.


1 Corinthians 6:9—11  
9 Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men 10 
nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 
11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.


Jeremiah 17:9—10  
9 The heart is deceitful above all things 
    and beyond cure. 
    Who can understand it? 
10 “I the Lord search the heart 
    and examine the mind, 
to reward each person according to their conduct, 
    according to what their deeds deserve.


All of these actions are community killers. 


God is deeply invested in building a community marked by peace.


We must not let conflict, lies, or hatred take root  
in our hearts or in our church.


