Sounds Week 5

Isaiah’s Gospel: Types & Fulfillments

This week’s study in Isaiah highlights how God’s salvation comes through both immediate historical
acts and their ultimate fulfillment in Christ. God saved Judah from Assyria, promised restoration
after Babylon, and used Cyrus of Persia to send the exiles home. These were all real events that
pointed to the greater salvation Jesus accomplished through the cross and resurrection. Isaiah’s
prophecies demonstrates that human strength, nations, and kings cannot save; only God can. The
repeated pattern is clear: Type — Fulfillment. Each rescue in Isaiah’s day foreshadowed the gospel of
Jesus Christ, the true Servant, Shepherd, King, and Deliverer.

Discussion Questions

1.

What does Isaiah teach us about misplaced trust?

Answer: Judah trusted Egypt’s armies (Isaiah 31:1-3), but God declared their horses were “flesh
and not spirit.” Salvation would come only from Him.

Application: Where are we tempted to trust “Egypt” today—money, politics, relationships—
instead of God?

How does Isaiah contrast judgment and salvation through Edom and Zion (Israel)?
Answer: Edom symbolizes the enemies of God (Isaiah 34:9-10; Obadiah 1:10-14), while Zion
represents His redeemed people rejoicing in eternal joy (Isaiah 35:10).

Application: How does recognizing ourselves as “Zion”—God’s redeemed people—shape how
we respond to hostility from the world?

What do we learn from Hezekiah’s prayer during the Assyrian threat?

Answer: Hezekiah prayed, “Deliver us...so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you,
Lord, are the only God” (Isaiah 37:20). His motive was God’s glory, not personal ease.
Application: How might shifting our prayers from “God, make my life easier” to “God, glorify
Yourself through this” change the way we pray this week?

How do the three heralds of Isaiah 40 point us to the gospel?

Answer (Scripture): Each herald proclaimed “good news” like a royal announcement of a king’s
reign (Isaiah 40:3-11). The New Testament applies these to Jesus (Matt. 3:3; 1 Pet. 1:24-25;
John 10).

Application: How would our lives look different if we lived every day as though announcing,
“Here is your God!” to those around us?

How do Cyrus and Christ illustrate immediate and ultimate fulfillment?

Answer (Scripture): God used Cyrus to return the exiles and rebuild the temple (Isaiah 45:1-6;
Ezra 1:1-4). But Cyrus was only a shadow of Christ, who frees us from sin and builds His living
temple, the church (Eph. 2:19-22).

Application: How does knowing that Christ is the greater Cyrus give us confidence in His power
to redeem and restore what seems broken in our lives?



Prayer Prompts
¢ Thanksgiving: Praise God for His faithfulness to fulfill His promises in both history and Christ,
the ultimate Deliverer.
¢ Confession & Dependence: Confess the “Egypts” we turn to for security and ask for grace to
trust the Spirit instead of flesh.
e Mission: Pray that God would use our lives and prayers “so that the nations may know” Jesus
as Lord and Savior.



