Sounds 2025 Week 12

The Stone and the Throne

This week’s lesson through Daniel reveals God’s sovereign orchestration of history leading to the coming of Christ.
Daniel’s visions, given in successive cycles, trace a prophetic timeline through Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and
Rome—each empire preparing the world for the Messiah. The “stone cut without hands” in Daniel 2 represents the
kingdom of Christ, which shattered every earthly power and endures forever.

The group should understand that Daniel’s prophecy is not primarily about future world events, but about the first
coming of Jesus and the establishment of His present kingdom. While interpretive differences exist, the core truth is
that Christ reigns now —His authority, peace, and salvation are current realities. Our goal is to help participants
see this not as abstract theology, but as an anchor for peace and confidence in their daily lives.

Discussion Questions

What does Daniel’s vision in chapter 2 reveal about God’s sovereignty over history?

e Answer:
Daniel’s vision of the statue (Daniel 2:31-45) shows that God controls the rise and fall of kingdoms. Each
empire—Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome—was part of His plan leading to the Messiah. Daniel 2:44
declares, “The God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed.”

e  Application:
When you look at the uncertainty of our world today, how can remembering God’s control over history
strengthen your trust in His control over your own life?

How did each of these empires prepare the world for Christ’s coming?
Answer:

Each played a role in God’s redemptive timeline:

Babylon scattered and purified God’s people (2 Kings 25; Jeremiah 29).
Persia restored them to their land (Ezra 1; Isaiah 45:1).

Greece unified language and culture (Daniel 8; Galatians 4:4).

Rome built roads and brought order (Luke 2:1; Acts 1:8).

Together they created the perfect “fullness of time” (Galatians 4:4).

e Application:

Think of a time when a difficult season later revealed God’s preparation for something good. How might
that encourage you to trust His timing today?

o

Why is it important to understand that Christ’s kingdom is a present reality, not just a future hope?

e Answer:
Jesus declared, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me” (Matthew 28:18). Peter
proclaimed that God had already exalted Jesus to His throne (Acts 2:32-36). Paul wrote that believers have
already been “brought into the kingdom of the Son He loves” (Colossians 1:13).
Christ is reigning now; His kingdom is here and expanding through the gospel.

e  Application:
How would your outlook on life, prayer, or world events change if you fully embraced that Christ already
reigns right now?



4. Why do some modern interpretations of Daniel emphasize a future kingdom, and what does the

Answer:

handout explain about that?

Answer:

Many were taught futurist or dispensational views that defer Christ’s reign to the future. While these
teachings are not salvific errors, they can cause believers to live in fear and miss the peace of knowing
Christ’s victory is already accomplished.

Application:
How can you hold space for others who were taught differently —showing grace while gently pointing them
back to the peace of Christ’s present rule?

What does the present reign of Christ mean for us personally?

Because Christ reigns now:

We have peace — “My peace | give to you” (John 14:27).

We have assurance — nothing can separate us from His love (Romans 8:38-39).

We have salvation — a kingdom not made by human hands (Daniel 2:44; Ephesians 2:8-9).

Application:

Where in your life do you most need to rest in Christ’s peace, assurance, or salvation this week? How can
your group pray for you to walk in that confidence?

Prayer Prompts

Thanksgiving for God’s Sovereignty — Praise God for His control over history and over your personal
circumstances. Thank Him that nothing happens outside His plan.

Confidence in Christ’s Present Reign — Pray that we would live as citizens of His kingdom today —
fearless, faithful, and full of peace.

Hope and Witness in a Shaking World — Ask God to use our confidence in His rule to draw others to the
gospel, showing that Jesus reigns now and forever.



